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WHAT IS HOLINESS? 


How would you define the Christian concept of 
foliness? An African preacher trying to expound it 
bt) his congregation in language they could under- 
tand put it this way: 

"When copious showers have descended 
during the night and all the earth 
and the leaves and the cattle are 
washed clean and the sun rising 
shows a drop of dew on every blade 
of grass and the air breathes 
fresh - that is Holiness." 

-- quoted by Norman Goodall 


AFRICA CONFERENCES 


The onward march of the Christian Faith in 
Lfrica will be both marked and advanced by two con- 
erences now being projected by the I.M.C. for late 
957 and early 1958. One is the I.M.C. Assembly 
et for December 28, 1957 to January 8, 1958 at the 
tniversity College of the Gold Coast, Achimota, near 

cra, West Africa. The other, definitely proposed 
rat awaiting several major decisions, is an All- 
ifrica Conference of Christian leaders to be held 
oon thereafter, possibly in Nigeria. The Assembly 
ks the highest governing body of the I.M.C. This 
feeeting will review the past, appraise the present 
imd near future, consider major issues, and set 
priorities - all in terms of the world mission of 
the Church. The All-Africa Conference will focus 
ittention on needs and opportunities in Africa and, 
caking counsel with Christian leaders from many 
countries returning from the Assembly, will seek 
1ew insights and new resolution to make the 
“hurches of Africa a stronger unit within the 
world-wide Christian fellowship. 


KIRCHENTAG IN GERMANY 


One of the most notable events in Christendom 
today is the development by laymen of the All-Ger- 
man Church-Day movement. The seventh in the 
sseries of these German Evangelical Kirchentags was 
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held August 8 to 12 at Frankfurt-am-Main and 
brought together 500,000 Christiams from all over 
Germany, both east and west. So unique and strik- 
ing, in numbers enrolled and in Christian themes 
studied and discussed, have these festivals become 
that this year some 3000 non-Germans from many 


denominational bodies and many countries were in 


attendance. The Kirchentag program does not in- 
clude politics, but the political overtones of its 
"super-temporal pronouncements" cannot be over- 
looked. Marriage, women in industry, youth, vil- 
lage life, inadequate housing, loneliness, the re- 
unification of Germany, and international peace 
were among the questions considered within a 
Christian frame of reference. 


THE GOSPEL AND RELIGIONS 


Some of us are willing to defend the thesis that 
the Christian Faith is not just mother religion. 
The differences between it and the other faiths of 
mankind are more numerous, more striking, more sig- 
nificant than are the Similarities. These differ- 
ences are so great as to constitute a difference in 
kind and therefore establish the uniqueness of the 
Christian Faith. Furthermore, this difference and 
uniqueness in the Faith itself make a world of dif- 
ference between a convinced and committed Christian 
and an adherent of any non-Christian religion. It is 
this difference that justifies evangelism, missions, 
the effort to win converts from any and al] faiths 
to the Lordship and redeeming power of Jesus Christ. 
So long as people believe the fallacy that all 
religions are alike and that one religion is as good 
as another, the effort to win others to one’s own 
faith does not make sense. But, believing that God 
has acted uniquely in Jesus Christ to give fullness 
of light and life to all men, the cooperative and 
sustained effort of Christians to take the gospel 
to all men makes sense above all other human endeav- 
ors. The establishment of centers for the study 
of non-Christian religions, fostered by the I.M.C., 
and the recent decision of the World Council of 
Churches to undertake a study of "The Word of God and 
and the Living Faiths of Men" should 1. deepen the 


convictions just stated; 2. reveal a more adequate 
and a more definitely Christian approach to the 
adherents of non-Christian systems of life and 
thought; and 3. issue in a more penetrating and 
effective world-wide evangelism. 


THE RIGHT APPROACH 


Only rarely have Christian missionaries found 
people sitting so loosely to their non-Christian 
faiths as to be immediately responsive to the 
claims of the Gospel. In almost every instance, 
they have had to win their converts not only to 
Christianity but from Animism, Buddhism, Hinduism, 
or some other form of religion. In their attempt 
to win non-Christians, their approach, with some 
exceptions, has been friendly and persuasive rather 
than iconoclastic and compulsive. This has re- 
quired study and an appreciative understanding of 
the non-Christian religions. Missionaries have 
sought to know these religions not just at their 
worst but at their best. Only so have they been 
able to speak understandingly to human hearts and 
minds deeply affected by these faiths. In recent 
decades, however, the more intensive, exhaustive, 
and scholarly study of the non-Christian faiths 
has gone somewhat by default. 
others have devoted a lifetime to the effort for 
the benefit of the missionary cause. Now, witha 
revival of these faiths and the rise of mystical 
nationalism, with one or another of the religions 
supplying the mystical ingredient, a renewed 
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scholarly interest in these religions become imper- 
ative. This explains why the I.M.C. is just now 
encouraging study centers under Christian auspices 
in Japan, Hongkong, Burma, India, Ceylon and the 
Near East. 


MIXED DOUBLES 


This tennis term is used here to point up a 
United Church rally of young married couples held in 
Tokyo on May 27. 

Some forty couples, ranging in age from the 
early twenties to the middle thirties, representing 
twenty churches, came together to see films on 
Christian family life and to discuss the essentials 
of a Christian home. This is another evidence of a 
growing interest of National Christian Councils in 
making the family truly Christian. It is all a part 
of the I.M.C.‘s emphasis in this field. 


WHAT IS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 


Episcopal Bishop R.O. Hall of Hongkong recently 
returned from a three-weeks visit to Red China and 
affirmed that there is religious freedom there under 
the Communist rule. This statement, however, led 
the Roman Catholic Hongkong Standard, in an edi- 
torial, to draw a valid distinction between the free- 
dom for the liturgical or merely outward observance 
of religion and real religious freedom; namely, 


freedom "to be the conscience of the state and of 
men"; "to voice its belief so that the secular com- 
munity can be brought under the judgment of God"; 
"to succor, help and comfort all who are in danger, 
necessity, and tribulation." These freedoms do not 
exist in Red China, implies the Hongkong Standard, 
and therefore Bishop Hall’s pronouncement "can only 
be taken as a qualified statement." 


TEN YEARS OLD 


The Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs this past summer celebrated its tenth anni-7 
versary. Sponsored jointly by the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches 
the C.C.I.A. has helped Protestant Churches to see 
that, by working together, they can do more than 
view with alarm egregious evils and potential . 
trouble-spots in international relations. Accurate 
information, sound Christian judgment, construct ive 
counsel, and courageous action, channelled by this 
Commission to the right spot, have made effective in 
many notable instances the Church's concern for : 
international righteousness, good will, and peace. © 


THE PASSING OF COLONIALISM 


‘Professor C.G. Baeta, University College, 
Achimota, Gold Coast, is one of the vice-chairmen of 
the International Missionary Council. Writing unde 
the caption of New Nations in a New World, he says — 
that if "colonialism was one evil spirit, what is 
now following in its wake is a plurality of evil 
spirits." He, no doubt, has many things in mind 
such as a rampant nationalism, official irrespon- 
sibility, subversive interference from the outside. 
Even so, he affirms: "It is significant that, even 
in the severest strains and stresses imposed by 
present developments, no one has suggested the solu- 
tion of returning to colonialism." He quotes the 
slogan: "We prefer self-government with danger to 
servitude in tranquility." Then he adds that the 
passing of colonialism is one of the greatest 
achievements of the human spirit, and it is in order 
to celebrate one victory at a time. 


INDIGENOUS 


A thing is indigenous when it grows easily and — 
naturally in any given place. The Christian claim © 
is that the Christian Faith is indigenous to human 
hearts and minds and given a chance will grow natu- 
rally among any people. Dr. Irma-Highbaugh recently 
conducted a Christian Home and Daily Life conference 
in a small city in southern Thailand. It is the 
largest Buddhist center south of Bangkok. Two 
generations ago, a Buddhist priest there became a 
Christian. He and his family were soon the nucleus 
of a church. The son of this family became so 
highly honored in the community as a Christiam doc- 
tor that, when he died recently, a thousand people 
came to honor his memory, including many Buddhist _ 


tests. This man‘s son, also a doctor, is now in 
Irge of the self-sustaining Christian hospital. 

+ church, begun two generations ago, has a pastor, 
» is well-trained, and devoted members. The two 
ristian schools bE this city, along with the other 
‘istion schools of Thailand, are supervised by a 
1 woman. No missionary resides in this city. 


CHRISTIAN HOME CONFERENCE 


An institute on the Christian Home ond Family 
fe was held at the conference grounds near Beirut, 
panon, in July. It was attended by representa- 
res of churches in Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iran, 
‘key and Jordan. Leaders in this conference were 
» Rev. and Mrs. Jacob Quiambao from Manila. The 
‘ambaos have been giving exceedingly fine leader- 
‘P in this field in the Philippines. They have 
en granted scholarships for further study at the 
rrill -Palmer School in Detroit and have arrived 
>re. 
| WORLD COUNCIL'S INTERNATIONAL STAFF 
_ The World Council of Churches recently appointed 
ree new staff members, all of whom are non-Euro- 
mm and non-American. The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, 
pout a naturalized citizen of the United States, 
s born in Japan and received his early training 
Ge. Dr. John Karefa-Smart, a medical doctor, is 
native of Sierra Leone, West Africa. Mr. M. M. 
pmas, a layman, was born in Tiruvalla, Travancore- 
chin, India. All three will work under the World 
snc il’'s Department of Church and Society in the 
vision of Studies. This is just another evidence 
the fact that the churches and missions working 
gether have produced outstanding leaders for the 
‘kx of Christ in today’s world. 


PERSONALIA 


From early September to December 15, I.M.C. 
xeral Secretary Charles W. Ranson, will be leading 
rheological education survey team in Madagascar 
{ writing for publication the findings of the 
rvey. The Reverend Ronald Orchard, London Secre- 
ry of the I.M.C., will be in the United States 
i Canada for the period September 17 to November 

Mr. Kyaw Than of Burma is the new secretary- 
signate of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. to succeed 
_Rajah B. Manikam for a period of at least one 
ir, beginning as soon as he can be released from 
; present commitment as an associate secretary in 
a of the World's Student Christian Federation. 

George W. Carpenter, currently secretary for 

ica of the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
ional Council, will become one of the secretaries 
the International Missionary Council at some date 
to be fixed between now and December 31, 1956. 
/Dr. Carpenter is giving valuable counsel in 

.C. affairs. A later issue of the NEWSLETTER 

1 have more to say about him. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE COUNCIL MEETING 


The I.M.C. North American Advisory Committee 
will convene at Princeton Theological Seminary, 
November 9 and 10. The Committee now consists of 
fifty-eight members located in different parts of 
Canada and the United States. The chairman is Mr. 
Charles A. Cary of Wilmington, Delaware, and the 
two Vice-chairmen are Norwood L. Jones of Ridge- 
wood, N.J., and Mrs. H.J. Cody of Toronto, Canada. 


BOOK NOTICES 


The Young Church in Action, J. B. Phillips; 
Macmillan, N.Y.; $2.50. The Acts of the Apostles 
is a moving story in any good English translation. 
It is doubly so in the modern English of J. B. 
Phillips. A good companion volume for his Letters 
to the Young Churches. 

“The Christian Message in a non-Christian World, 
by Hendr ik Kraemer; Internat ional Missionary Coun- 
cil, N.Y.; $3.95. This is the third edition of Dr. 
Kraemer’s great book first published for the I.M.C. 
Conference at Madras, India, in 1938. This third 
edition justifies the prophecy of the late Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, William Temple, that this 
book "is likely to remain for many years to come 
the classical treatment of its theme." 

Madras Reports; seven volumes, paper; the I.M.C., 
New York; $3.95. A keen observer of the world mis- 
sion of the church says that mission leaders are 
just now beginning rightly to appreciate and use the 


valuable reports of the I.M.C. Conference at Tambaram, 


near Madras, India in 1938. 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr.; by Raymond B. Fosdick; 
Harper, N.Y., $6.50. Mr. Fosdick convincingly por- 
trays J.D.R., Jr. as a contemporary who overcame 
"the subtle adversities of great wealth and influ- 
ence" to become in and of himself notably great. 

A gripping story of a man who has studiously sought 
to give a good steward’s account of both wealth and 
talents and whose benefactions have blessed the 
lives of millions at home and abroad. 

Behind the Bamboo Curtain, by A. M. Dunlap, 
M.D.; Public Affairs Press, 2162 Florida Ave., 

Wash ington 8, D.C.; $3.75. A former professor of 
Peking Union Medical College, detained in China by 
the Communists until October, 1952 reveals many 
things of interest, specially to those who have 
had contacts with China. 


SIMPLE ARITHMETIC INADEQUATE 


Figures, whether used to express Dutch guilders, 
English pounds, or American dollars fail to convey 
at all adequately the value of a substantial gift 
made recently by the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Reformed Church of the Netherlands to the 
International Missionary Council. Learning that 
the I.M.C. had an accumlated deficit as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1955, of $5,381.93, these Dutch friends, 


acting as a member of one of the constituent or- 
ganizations of the I.M.C., voted to cover this 
deficit by a special grant. In informing our Lon- 
don office of their intention, they crowned their 
generosity with an added grace, saying "The Board 
considers this gift as a small token of the lasting 
gratitude we owe to the I.M.C. for all it has done 
for the maintenance of our work during the years 
1940-1942 and 1949-1954." The dollars we can count 
and appraise; the over-plus of grace is beyond 
computation! 


MONEY AND TIME 


Mr. Clarence H. Kelsey, valedictorian of the 
famous 1878 class at Yale and for years the presi- 
dent of the Title Guarantee and Trust Company of 
New York, said in his will: "I believe that money 
set to work immediately is better used than if ac- 
cumulated with the intention of doing great things 
with it afterwards. These plans are often for- 
gotten or fail to be carried out, and I firmly be- 
lieve that there is much greater satisfaction in 
giving money away than in keeping it and watching 
it grow in your own hands. Money never catches. up 
with time, and good done with a little money now may 
be far greater than that done with a great deal more 
later on and is more sure to be done. I wish to 
commend, therefore, this plan of living and giving 
to my children and grandchildren. If they will live 
well within their incomes, if they will give reg- 
ularly and carefully each year from their savings 
and, as their incomes grow larger, increase their 
giving, they will find great satisfaction from 
such a course and will be much happier than if they 
spend all they have on themselves, or hoard it." 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 

It appears four times a year - March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 
Secretary of the Council and Editor of the 
Newsletter. 
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International Missionary Council 
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New York 10, N. Y. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF STEWARDSHIP 


The I.M.C’s annual financial report for 1955 
is now in printed form. Copies are available on ~ 
request. It is an accurate accounting of funds em 
trusted to the Council by generous friends in many 
parts of the world. In a very real sense, these 
funds came from Christian altars on which they wer 
placed by men and women in an act of worship. To 
us, therefore, they are more than symbols of the 
money economy of the world: they are tokens of 2 
devotion to our Lord and of loving concern for 
His work. 


ITS OWN DISTINCTIVE GROUND 


It is on its own distinctive ground, on the 
ground of what it surely knows, has proclaimed, 
lives for and has flourished under (always of 
course under and through the Cross), that positive 
Christianity can and must face Communism. In con-— 
victing men of their sin, in affirming the inde- 
pendence of man’s will and spirit, in displaying in 
love the beauty and truth of tradition, in declarin 
the immortality alone of the Church and of the in- 
dividual human soul, in stressing objective truth — 
and its knowability by reason, in. holding fast to 
the joyous inner life of the spirit, in proclaiming 
God as the living Lord and Judge, in preaching the 
gospel in its fullness, and in bearing witness to © 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, in doing all this 
Christianity has the firmest ground on which it can 
stand and conquer. 


-- Charles Malik on "Positive 


Christianity and Communism" in 
THE BCUMENICAL REVIEW, July, 1956 
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